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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 3673 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, RH, SF.&74, ZA 

SUB J : GRZ SUGGESTION THAT US APPROACH SMITH AND ANC 
REF: (A) STATE 227224 (NOTAL) (B) LUSAKA 1811; (C) LUSAKA 1865 

1. REGRET DELAY IN RESPONDING TO REFTEL (A), BUT DUE TO CIRCUIT 
PROBLEMS IT WAS NOT RECEIVED IN PRETORIA UNTIL MORNING SEPT 26. 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH DFA SECRETARY BRAND FOURIE ON 
SEPT 25, 1 EXPLORED SAG THINKING ON NEXT STEPS IN 
RHODESIAN SITUATION. FOURIE SAID THAT PM VORSTER HAD 
DECIDED TO TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION WITH RESPECT TO 
IAN SMITH UNTIL AFTER RHODESIAN FRONT CONGRESS NOW 

IN SESSION AND ANC CONGRESS CONVOKED BY NKOMO FOR THIS 
WEEKEND. NOT UNTIL RESULTS OF THESE TWO KEY 
MEETINGS ARE KNOWN CAN ANY DECISION BE REACHED ON 
WHAT STEPS MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE. 
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PATCHING UP THE ANC LEADERSHIP DIFFERENCES INORDER 
TO RESUME THE VICTORIA FALLS TALKS. HE THOUGHT THE 
PROSPECTS HIGHLY UNLIKELY. I THEN ASKED FOR HIS 
VIEWS ON (A) SMITH'S RECENT STATEMENTS ABOUT BLACK- 
WHITE POWER SHARING, (B) NKOMO'S FOLLOWING INSIDE 
RHODESIA, (C) NKOMO'S ABILITY TO OBTAIN STRONG ANC 
BACKING AT THE FORTHCOMING CONGRESS, AND (D) THE 
DISPOSITION OF THE FOUR PRESIDENTS TO ACCEPT A NKOMO- 
SMITH NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, ASSUMING IT RESULTED IN 
MAIORITY RULE OR MEANINGFUL 
POWER SHARING IN A 

REASONABLE TIME PERIOD. ON SMITH S STATEMENTS FOURIE 
SAID THESE MUST BE WEIGHED AGAINST THE PRONOUNCEMENTS 
AND DECISIONS OF THE RF CONGRESS. HE PREFACED HIS 
RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONS OF NKOMO'S STANDING BY SAYING 
SAG WAS HESITANT IN MAKING ASSESSMENTS ABOUT THE RELATIVE 
STRENGTH OF ANC LEADERS AS SAG HAD NO DIRECT CONTACTS 
WITH THEM. DIVISION OF LABOR IN FURTHERING RHODESIAN 
SETTLEMENT WAS FOR SAG TO WORK ON SMITH AND PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA AND ASSOCIATES TO HANDLE ANC. IMPRESSION SAG 
HAS FROM KAUNDA IS THAT NKOMO HAS STRONG FOLLOWING 
INSIDE RHODESIA AND THAT THE IS NOT RPT NOT A SMITH 
"STOOGE." HOW SUCCESSFUL NKOMO WILL BE AT THIS 
WEEKEND'S CONGRESSSHN ACHIEVING A DEMONSTRABLY CONVINCING 
SHOW OF SUPPORT IS ANOTHER MATTER. FOURIE SAID HE HAD 
NO WAY TO PREDICT THIS. FOURIE WAS ESPECIALLY CAUTIOUS 
ON QUESTION (D) BUT SAID THAT IN CONVERSATIONS WITH 
ZAMBIANS HE DETECTED A NUANCE THAT A NKOMO-SMITH 
SETTLEMENT MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE FOUR PRESIDENTS. 

IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION WHERE HE FOUND THE NUANCE, 

FOURIE REPLIED IN THE REPEATED REFERENCE BY THE ZAMBIANS 
THAT SINCE THE ANC LEADERSHIP IS SO HOPELESSLY DIVIDED, 

THE SOLUTION WILL HAVE TO COME FROM THE ANC INSIDE RPT 
INSIDE RHODESIA. 

4. 1 AGREE WITH AMBASSADOR WILKOWSKI THAT WE SHOULD SIT 
TIGHT UNTIL AFTER THE RESULTS OF THE TWO CONGRESSES ARE 
KNOWN. THEN WE CAN DECIDE WHETHER IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
TO APPROACH PM VORSTER AND THE NATURE OF THE APPROACH. 
BOWDLER 
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